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^ " ByDiisko Doder^ - 
J- . . Wasblngtoo Post Foreign Senflce - 

i MOSCOW, 2i6>— A relatively 

unknown officer was' named tonight" 
to ^heaicL the KGB, the Soviet secret 
.rop|a<^,Itolitburo, ^ber 
'/iYun Andropov, . who wais. elected 

• Monday t(V- the . secretariat of the- 

i Communist I^ty^ Central Cornmit- l:: 

! ■ ^ The ■ ; ^^^t^ ^ 

• «”«duhccd apporntmeht of Vi- - 
Fedorchuk, frf, in a two-para- ' 

graph dfepatch. He has served the 
Committee for State Security (KGB 
j from Russian initials) for 43 ye^ 

I , • Appointment of a nonpolitical. %- 
t ure to the KGB chairmanship un- 
derscored the impression here' that 
Andropov, 67, has emerged as a pos- 
able successor to Soviet President 
Leonid Brezhnev. 

^Andropov's departure" fronT^the 
, KGB post had been regarded by , So- 

Viet ^d Western ob^rvers here as a 
^ necessary move to; establish a new 
-image and enhance his political pros- 
jwcts.. Although bb background was 
that of a political worker, diplomat 
Md Central Committee secretaty, 

: his 15-year tenure as the head of the 
■ much-feared organization had been 
^ regarded as a serious drawback, in 
any future succession. ' h v ■ - 
Fedorchuk, who holds the rank of 
colonel general, has been the chief of 
the KGB in the Ukraine. Heys not a 
member of the Central Committee. 

“® widely known here. 
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, Mis .appointment was a surprise 
since it was rumored, here that An- 
repte fa^ n mid- 
dle-level.^liticar.figure. Frequently 
mentioned^^ was Gaidar Aliyev, a car-‘ 
reer KGB officer who branched into 
politics^ to become the Communbt 
Party chiefof Soviet Azerbaijan! / 

.There fe . little information about 
Fedorchuk. ' What’: iV'available -on 
public record shovvs that he was 

bom in the Ukraine^ served in un-' 
specified positions Jwithin the KGB 
until 1970 and was appointed then 
.to head the organization in Jils na-' 
rive republic. : 

artll? available 

published in an ideological Journal 
last winter. He disciiss^ alleged 
subversive activities against the 
gviet Union and its allies and cited 
I'oland as an arena chosen for sub- ; 
version. ; ^ ; 

. Pedorchuk^ abo, bsued kh appar:' 

ent warning against nationalist sen-l 

• -riments in the Ukraine. He criticized 
- corrupt” Soviet citizens who 
were, "infected by nationalist preju:^ 
dices ^d religious intoxicante.” ‘ : 

, tne KOB chairmanship was pre- 
ced^ by the death earlier this year 
of Semyon Tsvigun, the number two 
mm in the organization and a career 
otticer. Tsvigun was. replaced by two 
Army generals, Georgy -Tsinev, 74. 
Viktor Chebrikov; 59 l- !v V/ cs. 
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